
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 16:1 - 18:16
Day 1 |  Luke 16:1-15
Day 2 | Luke 16:16-31
Day 3 | Luke 17:1-19
Day 4 | Luke 17:20-37
Day 5 | Luke 18:1-16

During this trimester we are focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of the 
ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, 
need to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love 
by treating them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved 
by us. 
 This week, we continued our series “The Hospitable Leader: How to Lead in 
Inhospitable Places,” where we will learn about leadership through the lens of 
hospitality. 

Luke 14:15-24 (NIV) 
 

15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is 
the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 16 Jesus replied: “A certain 
man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready.’ 18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just 
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have 
just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 21 “The servant came back 
and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and 
ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring 
in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what 
you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 23 “Then the master told his 
servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that 
my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste 
of my banquet.’”
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Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (p. 79-80) 
 
“We see again the way religious people reject God’s grace (Luke 14:16-24). A double 
invitation was common in traditional Middle Eastern culture. You invited guests and 
decided what animals to butcher in light of the responses you received. A second 
invitation was sent out, perhaps the following day, when everything was ready; ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready’ (v. 17). The subsequent excuses in this story are lame, if 
not downright insulting. No one would buy land or oxen without inspecting them 
first, and the banquet would have been held after the close of the working day. The 
marriage can’t have been recent, otherwise the wedding banquet and this one would 
have clashed (and the hosts would have planned for that not to happen). Moreover, 
to suggest you were busy with your wife would have been rude in a culture that was 
extremely discreet about women and sex. Jesus’s point is clear. The long awaited 
messianic banquet is approaching (see Luke 5:34). ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready’ (Luke 14:17). But the invited guests (like the religious leaders) reject the 
banquet and insult the host. So the invitation goes out to the outcasts of Israel and 
then out still further to the Gentiles in the highways and hedges. Here people have to 
be compelled to come, because they can hardly believe they’ve been invited. 

You Are Invited 
 
 What? Are you kidding? Me? I am invited to the banquet of the King of the 
Universe? How is that possible? When I consider the things that I have done and the 
things that I still do, I can’t believe that I would not only be allowed into his 
presence, but be invited as a special guest. This King is gracious beyond anything 
anyone can comprehend. He is the definition and embodiment of grace. And he is 
inviting you to be a guest at his table.
 When you consider your invitation to this banquet and God’s grace: What 
things come to mind? What do you feel? How do you want to respond? Take some 
time this week to meditate on these verses and questions. Ask God to increase your 
faith to more deeply see and believe the truth of God’s future banquet.

Prayer for the week 

Holy God, once again I am in awe of your grace. To know that I, a sinner, am loved 
by you and invited to the greatest celebration that will ever exist is overwhelming. 
Help me to see it more clearly and believe it more deeply. Help me to be so 
captivated by it that I look for opportunities to share it with others.  I thank and 
praise you in the amazing name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.


